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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We 

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 

written:  

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for out of you will come a ruler  

who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as 

you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose 

went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, 

they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 

they returned to their country by another route.  

 

I saw it again a few weeks ago, 10 Things You Think You Know about the Nativity that May Not 

Actually Be True!  The Bible never mentions a stable, it never tells us anything about an ox or a donkey 

being present, we don’t actually know what day of the year Jesus was born on, and so on. 

And then you’ve got the wise men.  We’ve all heard the song “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

but we don’t actually know that there were three of them, they might not have been kings, and they 

probably weren’t from what we would consider the Orient.  The Bible simply doesn’t tell us how many 

wise men there were, what their political status was, or where exactly they were from.  But the details 

we do have are there for a reason.  God had Matthew record their arrival so we would learn something.  

He wants us to know that the One born King in Bethlehem seeks all men, He wants us to seek Him, and 

He wants us to see that He is worthy of our praise. 

Listen again to the first two verses of our text: After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 

during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship 

him.”  Magi were a social class of men who advised kings in matters such as astrology, dream 

interpretation, and other various occult arts.  They could have been from modern-day Iran, from Persia, 

or from Babylon.  They may even have been Jewish exiles. 



Perhaps even more familiar to us than the word magi, is the term “wise men.”  That’s what we 

traditionally call these visitors from this unknown land in the east.  And considering they traveled all 

that way, following a star that they had seen in the sky, to meet the Savior of the world, maybe the name 

“wise men” isn’t that far off.   

More important than the question of who these men were, is the question of why they had come 

to find Jesus.  The simple answer is that God was leading them.  Whether these wise men were 

descendants of Jewish exiles or had had contact with Jews and knew about the Old Testament Scriptures 

that still doesn’t explain how they knew what this star was or who it was leading them to.  It was a 

miracle of God, that these men understood that the star they were following was leading them to the One 

born King of the Jews, the Messiah.  

Regardless of how they knew what the star meant, what we can take away from it is that God our 

Savior wants all men to be saved—the light of Christ is meant for all people.  They may not have known 

much about the promise of the Messiah but what they did know was astronomy, so God met them at 

their level, He gave them a star to lead them to their King. 

While it may not be God’s standard operating procedure to bring people to Him through 

astronomical events it’s not unusual for him to meet people on their level.  That’s what that baby boy 

those men were going to see was all about.  Jesus came to our level, and took on our humanity so that 

He could tell us about God’s plan for our salvation and so that that plan could be carried out through 

Him. 

In Matthew 2, God sent a shining star to lead the wise men to Jesus.  Today, He sends you.  You 

and I are little stars of Bethlehem!  Our task I to let everyone know that they have a Savior God who is 

seeking them, and who wants them to know the salvation they have through Jesus!  If we’re going to do 

that, we have go and meet them on their level.  We can’t just build a church and expect people to walk in 

off the street.  We have to go find them.  Maybe it’s by inviting our friends and family to come with us 

to a Christmas service, or by inviting them to our homes and sharing the Word through our family 

devotions, perhaps it’s simply by meeting them where they’re at and telling them about the difference 

Jesus can make in their lives. 

Whatever the means may be, our task is simple, go and tell others the good news about that 

Savior who was born in Bethlehem, who came to bring peace to all people.  Just as God sought out and 

found those wise men, bringing them to Bethlehem to meet their Savior, just as He sought out and found 

you, bringing you to meet your Savior now He sends you out to seek out the lost sheep of Winchester 

and Stephens City, of Virginia and West Virginia, of the world, to find them and tell them the glorious 

news of their Savior. 

And He’s not content to stop at simply “seeking out” or “finding” the lost.  You see, once our 

Savior has found us and laid claim to us He also wants us to continue seeking Him.  Just like we see the 

wise men doing: When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 

prophet has written: 6“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 



the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people 

Israel.’” 

Once again, we don’t know exactly why the wise men were in Jerusalem asking for directions.  

Had they lost sight of the star?  Was it perhaps, that they had followed it that far and now that they were 

so close they didn’t want to wait until nightfall to find it again? Whichever the case they come to 

Jerusalem to ask, Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east 

and have come to worship him. 

Herod and the Jews hadn’t seen the star; they didn’t even know the King had been born!  What 

they did know was where to find Him.  They knew the answer would be in the Scriptures, they knew 

from Micah’s prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, a little town only five and a half 

miles from Jerusalem. 

So what happened next?  Picture the scene, here are these men who have come so far, following 

a star that supposedly leads to the promised Savior, a Savior who has been born and is only five and a 

half miles away!  You would think that the party leaving Jerusalem would have been a lot bigger than 

the one that came in earlier that day.  On foot, the trip from Jerusalem to Bethlehem would have taken 

about two hours.  You would think that all of Jerusalem would have been running home to get their 

hiking sandals on and then following these Magi to Bethlehem.  You would think that, but then you’d be 

surprised. 

Matthew tells us what happened next: Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 

from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go 

and worship him.” 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 

seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 

As far as Scripture tells us, the only ones who set out to Bethlehem were the wise men.    None 

of those chief priests or teachers of the law went with them.  Herod said he would follow later on, but 

we find out that he only wanted to kill Jesus! 

Who had a better Bible knowledge?  The wise men certainly didn’t have a full grasp of what the 

Scriptures said.  If they did, they wouldn’t have had to ask for directions; if they did, they might not 

have needed the star at all!  The chief priests and the teachers of the law on the other hand knew the 

Scriptures back to front, or at least that was what they claimed. 

Who had the stronger faith?  Those Jews who had a full knowledge of what the Bible said but 

did not even walk for two hours to see Jesus or these Gentiles who had a limited knowledge of Scripture 

but traveled hundreds of miles to find Him? 

In his letter to Timothy, the apostle Paul tells us that God our Savior wants all men to be saved 

and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  Knowledge of the truth isn’t a simple head knowledge of 

what the Bible says, knowledge of the truth is a full understanding and trust in what the Bible means.  

That trust, or faith, can only come through the Holy Spirit.   

How is your knowledge of the truth?  Or maybe a more appropriate question would be, “How 

strong is your faith?”  Are you wise like the wise men who heard and believed or are you more like the 



Jews who even though they knew about the Messiah, still couldn’t find the time to go worship him?  We 

may think we know the Bible well.  We may even have a line of gold stars on our church attendance 

record.  But if we look at our lives, how many opportunities to worship our King will we find that we 

have allowed to slip right on past? 

There is only one place to go to increase our knowledge of the truth, only one place to strengthen 

our faith, only one place to seek our Savior; it’s the Bible.  As we read it, the Holy Spirit strengthens and 

builds up our faith.  So as we study it we want to be mindful of that fact.  Start your personal devotions 

or your worship here on Sundays with a prayer, ask God that as you read His Word He would not only 

increase your head knowledge of what the words in the Bible say, but that He would work through those 

words to draw you closer to Jesus.  He promises that that is exactly what He will do! 

When God blesses our study of His Word we find exactly what the wise men found.  We see that 

our Savior is worthy of Praise.  11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 

The wise men came and worshipped Jesus.  And look at how they did it.  They truly must have 

been “wise men” to realize that this child in front of them was greater than they were, someone before 

whom they should bow down and humble themselves, someone who deserved their full devotion, and 

someone who deserved the best of what they had to give. 

How do we worship?  Do we bow down before Him?  Do we always humble ourselves before 

our God or do we sometimes consider ourselves and our needs greater than Him?  Do we worship Him, 

acknowledging Him as God Almighty, or do we sometimes treat Him as no one at all, convincing 

ourselves that not even He knows what we’re doing?  Do we bring Him gifts, giving the best of what we 

have whether that’s our time, our talents and services, or our treasures, or do we keep our time, service, 

and money for ourselves?  Are we wise men? 

Today we’re celebrating the festival of Epiphany.  That word epiphany means revelation.  The 

day of Epiphany is the day we celebrate the revealing of Jesus to those wise men.  It’s also a time to 

celebrate the revelation of Jesus to us.  When Jesus came to this world on that Christmas long ago He 

did it to make God’s plan for our salvation known to us.  He came to carry out that plan of salvation by 

taking our sins on Himself to the cross and giving his righteousness to us.  He came to take away that sin 

which separates us from God.  When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple was torn in two signifying that 

sin no longer separates us from God.   

Now we have complete access to God, we can come before Him in confidence and worship Him 

just as the wise men came to worship the Christ child.  We worship in humility, we worship Him as God 

Most High, and we worship Him by giving the very best of what we have.  

We worship Him because He has given us the most precious gift of all: He gave us our salvation.  

God Most High came to earth and humbled himself to become a crying baby human, He brought 

Himself to our level, so that He could live a perfect life, and die a perfect death bringing us the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life in heaven with Him.  He sought us out, and gave us a faith which 

seeks Him, a faith which leads our hearts to sing and bring Him glory and praise. 

Amen. 


